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òSteeped in Tradition, Stirred by the Spirit,   
Sweetened with Loveó 

Spring has 
finally come to 
Southeast Mis-
souri.  The ice 
storms of this win-
ter have left only 
memories of their 
beauty and yards 
full of branches 
and broken off 
trees.  Spring has 
brought rain and 
more rain and with 
the rain, flooding.  
The ice storms and 
floods are beauti-
ful in their own 
way, a brutal 
beauty without any 
consideration for 
human property or 
life.  Evangelical 
UCC was not 
spared by the 
floods.  Our sump 
pump failed and 
we had massive 
amounts of seep-
age in our lower 
auditorium.  Hats 
off to our Council, 
Deacons, and 
members for 
working hard to 
control the flood-
ing, clean up the 

mess, and continue 
normal church op-
erations!  
 The storms 
and flooding re-
mind us that the 
cycle of the seasons, 
powered by the 
earthôs movements 
around the sun con-
tinues without re-
gard to our sched-
ules and plans, and 
remind us that 
there are still limits 
to our technological 
powers.  As embod-
ied beings, part of 
this creation, we are 
subject not just to 
the cycles of the 
seasons, but also to 
the cycles of life 
and death.  As the 
scripture says, "All 
people are like 
grass, and all their 
glory is like the 
flowers of the field; 
the grass withers 
and the flowers fall, 
but the word of the 
Lord endures for-
ever.ò   This scrip-
ture is especially 
telling this month  
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when we are surrounded by the beauty of 
springôs flowers and buds.  

Creation reflects the beauty, wisdom, and 
power of its maker.  As Paul says in Romans, ñFor 
since the creation of the world God's invisible 
qualitiesðhis eternal power and divine natureð
have been clearly seen, being understood from 
what has been made.ò  We are part of that crea-
tion, and it is natural for us to feel joy and wonder 
when we are in harmony with created things.  
Nevertheless, if we are Christians, we realized that 
God and creation are separate.  Nature is not 
ñGodôs bodyò as some believe.  The entire created 
world is beautiful and holy; it is also broken and 
sinful.  Godôs power and majesty exists entirely 
apart from creation.  God is great not for what he 
has done, but for whom he is.  

Creation is beautiful, but from both a Bib-
lical and scientific viewpoint, everything created 
will pass away, and finally creation itself will end.  
Hebrews puts it beautifully, paraphrasing Psalm 
102, ñIn the beginning, Lord, you laid the founda-
tions of the earth, and the heavens are the work of 
your hands.  They will perish, but you remain; 
they will all wear out like a garment. You will roll 
them up like a robe; like a garment they will be 
changed.  But you remain the same, and your 
years will never end.ò   

The cycles of nature go on and on, repeat-
ing themselves until the end of the world.  Al-
though these cycles are beautiful, in themselves 
they have no purpose or meaning.  God, the 
source of all meaning, is outside of creation and 
time, in eternity.  As it says in Hebrews, ñJesus 
Christ is the same yesterday and today and for-
ever.ò  

The resurrection event is a sign of the 
Kingdom of God, ña new heaven and a new earth, 
where righteousness dwells.ò  It is a sign, a prom-
ise, and a warning.  ñIf you declare with your 
mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved.ò  You will saved to be resurrected on the 
Day of the Lord in a new spiritual body, you will 
be judged and forgiven, and you will be given a 
new purpose in the Kingdom that has no end.   

You may find it easy to believe that Jesus 
was a good and holy person.  You may find his 
teaching insightful, admire him as a friend of the 
poor and oppressed, and believe that following his 

commandments can make the world a better 
place.  Nevertheless, remember, ñwhoever does 
not believe stands condemned already because 
they have not believed in the name of God's one 
and only Son.ò  Every faith journey is different, 
but every Christian faith journey must lead to be-
lief that Christ is God and that he was resurrected 
from the dead.  God offers each of us whatever we 
need to believe.  For Mary Magdalene, it was when 
Jesus called out her name in that Easter garden.  
For Thomas, it was when the resurrected Jesus 
showed Thomas his hands and side.  ñThomas said 
to him, "My Lord and my God!"  Then Jesus told 
him, "Because you have seen me, you have be-
lieved; blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet have believed."ò 

Your Friend in Christ, 

Pastor Dan 
 
Bible quotations are from Today's New Interna-
tional Version (TNIV) © Copyright 2001, 2005 
by International Bible Society, accessed via  
www.biblegateway.com  

Luke/Acts Study starts April 9.  
Sessions are from 6:30 to 7:30 on 
Wednesdays.  Please order your 
study guide ($20.00) from the 

church office. 
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Union of Concerned Christians 
 

April 13 UCC will help with the church  
  Ham Supper 
 

April 20  Dogwood-Azalea Tour at  
  Charleston, then ñdutch treatò  
  dinner at Giant City Lodge,  
  Makanda, IL  
   
Are you planning to go on the Dogwood-
Azalea Tour?  Are you planning on going to 
dinner at Giant City Lodge?  Are you planning 
on doing one but not the other?   
 
Please contact Velma Roloff at 335-3867 so 
she can get a head count for the dinner at Gi-
ant City Lodge.  Dinner is served family style 
and costs $8.99.  
Dessert and drink 
are extra plus a 
15% gratuity and 
tax.  Pray for beau-
tiful weather on 
the 20th!  And re-
member to bring 
your camera to 
take memorable 
photos! 

Friendship Circle 
 

Brandon, our sponsor childôs birthday, will be 
on April 14th.  Please send a card to him on his 
birthday and a gift of money during the month 
your name appears on the óSponsor Childð
Brandonô page of your Friendship Circle booklet.  
Letôs all help Brandon celebrate his birthday. 

Have you ever wondered what all the big deal is 
about the hobby of scrapbooking?  Well, the 
Friendship Circleôs next meeting on Tuesday, 
April 8th at 7:00 PM is the night to find out.  
Susan Spinks and Kaye Lee will bring their 
scrapbooks for you to look at.  And Tammy Gra-
ham a Creative Memories consultant will be the 
guest speaker for the evening.  Tammy will talk 
to us about Faithbooking, which is scrapbooking 
about your faith.  
 
Devotions will be by Ida Mae Jordan and our 
hostesses will be Ida Mae Jordan and Jo Daume. 
 

Maryð Martha News 
 

Please join the Mary Martha ladies on Thursday, 
April 3rd at 1:30 PM for our next meeting.  The 
devotions will be by Ramona Brinkopf and Ida 
Mae Jordan.  The hostesses are Ida Mae Jordan 
and Marsha Clark. 
 
Please welcome Kaye Lee as she has now joined 
the Mary Martha Circle as our newest member. 

ASAP 
 

The ASAP Youth Group would like to say Thank 
You to everyone who donated items for the 
Rummage Sale and thanks to everyone who 
helped with the pricing, set up and tear down.  
We were able to make around $400.00 for fu-
ture ASAP outings. 
 
All youth are en-
couraged to help 
with the All Church 
Ham Supper on 
Sunday, April 13th, 
from 4:00 PM to 
7:00 PM.   
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Marian Kramer placed her membership with 
Abbey Road Christian Church on Sunday, 
March 16, 2008.  We wish her well.  Please 
make this change in your church directory. 

Council Financial Report 

 Beginning Check Book  Balance 2-1-08 $35,762.87  
     

 Deposits February $4,659.76  

  Interest  $0.27  

 Total Deposits for January   $4,660.03   
     

 Distributions  February $7,674.30  
     

 Ending Check Book Balance  2-29-08 $32,748.60  

     
     

 A.G. Edwards Account {Memorial Fund}    

 *Statement not received Interest  ðð  

   as of 3/15/08  Deposits ðð  

 Ending Balance As of 2-29-08 $11,788.70    

     

     

 Check Book Balance As of 3-17-08 $32,842.20   

Church Directory 

 

The 2008 church directory is almost complete.  
I need to know if anyone has had a change of 
address or phone number or e-mail address.  If 
you have had any changes in the last year, 
please make sure the church office has those 
changes as soon as possible.  I will be printing 
the 2008 directory when I come back on April 
1st from my Spring break.  Thank you so much 
for your understanding and patients.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please look for this office made Flower Chart on 
the Information Table.  When you sign up on 
the Flower Chart, would you also call the 
church office so the secretary could get it on the 
Church calendar faster.  Thanks for all your 
help. 
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Friends at Home 

 

Ratliff Nursing Home  
717 N. Sprigg Street 

Cape Girardeau, MO 63701 
 

  Polly Wilmsmeyer  
 
 
 

Fountainbleau Lodge  
2001 N. Kingshighway 

Cape Girardeau, MO 63701 
 

  Alta Proffer  
 
 
 

Lutheran Home  
2825 Bloomfield Road 

Cape Girardeau, MO 63703 
 

Dorothy Cole   
Frank Maevers, Sr. 

Leonard Moore 
Andora Peetz 

 
 
 

House Bound  
 

Ruby Doughty 
711 South Pacific Street 

Cape Girardeau, MO 63703-7836 
 
 

Irene Orlando  
327 N. Frederick 

Cape Girardeau, MO 63701 
 
 

Prayer List 

In case of hospitalization or surgery please 
notify our church office.  When being admit-
ted to a hospital be sure to tell them that you 
are affiliated with this congregation.  * indi-
cates a new request. 
Please note:   after six months names will 
be removed from the prayer list, unless an 
update is made to the church office. 

 

*Evangelical UCC [basement] 
Leo Amelunke; 09-07 

Loyd Bollinger  
S.G. Coy 

Family of Reece Dgson; 03-08 
Michael ñBenjiò Doerhoff; 01-08 

Ruby Doughty; 03-08 
Joan Hope 

Mary Huckstep 
Carol Huebert; 02 -08 
Frankie Hutson; 11-07 

Jaden, 1 & 1/2 yrs oldðseizures; 12-07 
Ernest & Ida Mae Jordan 

Frank Maevers, Sr. 
Kenny Mehrle  

Ester Nussbaum 
Cheryl Olson; 01-08 

[Mary Huckstepôs granddaughter] 

Helen Owens 
Tonya Pobst; 09-07 
Paul Propst; 03-08 
Sharon Reif; 03-08 
Calvin Sailer; 01-08 

Kaylyn Sneathen; 03-08  
Susan Spinks; 01-08 

Wesley, Kailey &  
Kimberley Spinks; 01-08 

Andrea Truitt; 11-07 
 

òWith everlasting Love I will have compassion on you . . .ó 

Isaiah 54 : 8 
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Canned Chicken 
Chicken Helper 

Corn Bread & Muffin Mixes  
Macaroni & Cheese 

Tea Bags 
Cold or Hot Cereal  

Canned Fruit 
 
 

Thank You!  


