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Treasure In Jars of Clayd Part 3

Continued from last month . . .

Impact on Ministry and Pastoral Care
The theme of Aidentit

my core beliefs and shapes my ministry, including
my pastoral care. The question | always start from
i dea

o .

is Awho am | ?0 The
constructing a Christian self
from all the broken pieces of
my life is how | see myself
growing as a pastor. My
unique history and gifts are in
continual dialogue with the
preconceptions and assump-

tions of my congregation about

sional pastor. | am serving be-
cause | was called to this par-
ticular congregation, not be-
cause | wanted to make a ca-
reer as clergy.

| tend to contrast my
identity, which | am construct-
ing, with the identity of God,
which | am discovering. | am
quite convinced that God is not
only complete, perfect, and

good, but is also active, dynamic, and fully present
in daily life. Currently, | am discovering God
through studying the Bible through the Revised
Common Lectionary and sharing the results of that
study in my preaching. My intention in my preach-

who a pastor is and what a pas-
tor does. | am not seminary
trained. | am licensed, not or-
dained. Therefore, | was never
indoctrinated to be a profes-

But we have this

treasure in jars of

clay to show tha
this all-surpassing
power is from God

and not from us.

2 Corinthians 4:7

ing is to communicate the Word clearly and simply,
reflecting the traditions of the church, incorporating
my somewhat eccentric personal viewpoint as ap-
ropriage taking a tioys approach tg histori-
ga%zritiéaﬂl ?ﬁﬁﬂgg In g%“é%h?ng f%(gnsi}s?te?nty m
find myself returning to the theme of identity, the
idSnFity of God, and the challenge to each of us to
construct a Christian identity
in the Body of Christ.

In contrast to my care-
fully prepared sermons, |
have been seeking out the dis-
cipline of extemporaneous
preaching and prayer as a way
of challenging myself to be
open to the active presence of
the Holy Spirit. | currently
present the 8 AM devotional
on Monday mornings in the
chapel at St. Francis Medical
Center. When | preach and
pray in public with little or no
conscious preparation, my
statements have a passion
and creativity that is missing
in my prepared sermons. My
spontaneous statements are
full of allusions to scripture
and the liturgies | grew up
with. However, they also are
very responsive to the feeling
tones of the current setting,
not just my feelings and emotions, but also to the
feelings and emotions of those around me. | am
willing to risk occasionally rambling or speaking a
bit of nonsense in exchange for all these riches. |
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am not sure how to distinguish between myintui- | i n. 0 However, there are

tion and the Spirit, but | suppose that they are
both gifts from God.

In my pastoral care, | strive to give every-
one the full measure of respect that they deserve
as someone Christ died for. | think of them as
fellow Astones that the
easy to enjoy and appreciate their unique gifts,
strengths, and limitations. In many cases, my
role is to listen and sometimes encourage. | do
not provided extended counseling and | have rec-
ommended that persons seek out counseling help.

Pastoral care at the hospital and nursing
home can be quite different, depending on the
personébés | evel of i mpai
talk and want me to listen, then | apply my active
listening skills to reflect and clarify their themes
and concerns. | have found that ill persons some-
times have concerns that they cannot share with
family members. These may relate to fears about
death, wanting to die, and feelings of guilt. If
they are more impaired or ill, my focus will be on
praying, reading the Bible to them, and serving
them communion. If a person is dying and family
members are present, meeting the needs of the
family members through prayer, scripture read-
ing, and a service for the dying becomes impor-
tant. Of course, not all families want me to be
present at the death and some families choose to
let their family member die alone under the care
of medical professionals.

My congregation expects me to visit those

who are at the nursi

ng

about what should happen during that visit.
Communion may be declined. Laying on of hands
or anointing is not common. | have no problem
loving the person needing care and in feeling the
presence of a loving God. My struggle is to dis-
cdonuaind rdspand apprapiiately to ehe .needs of
each person visited within the boundaries and
limitations of my pastoral role. | continue to
struggle with how often | should visit and how
long | should stay, especially since | am a part
time pastor who is often exhausted after a long
day of mental health assessments at the Bootheel
Counseling Service.

f

r me mPastoral caref willtchnnye ta beea varp | e

important part of how | show my love for Christ
and my neighbor and
mandments in my ministry. It is a challenging
area and one where | can experience a great deal
of professional growth. It can also be stressful
and emotionally draining. As | have become
more involved in pastoral care, | have had to
strengthen how | manage stress through exercise,
my own counseling, and prayer. | will continue to
work to develop my self-knowledge and deepen
my self-care, so | can continue to serve my con-
gregation for as many years as God grants me.

Bible quotations are from Today's New Interna-
tional Version (TNIV) © Copyright
2001, 2005 by International Bible Society, ac-
cessed via www.biblegateway.com

home, hospital, or

Quarterly Congregational
Meeting

Please remember to attend the Quarterly Con-
gregational Meeting on Sunday, August 3rd.
The meeting will be directly after Sunday church
services.
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Memorial Fund

In Memory of Betty Metcalfe
Ramona Brinkopf
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Mary Martha News )

Please join the Mary-Martha Ladies on Thurs-
day, August 7th at 1:30 PM for fun and fellow-
ship. Roxie Lindsay will have our devotions.
Helen Owens and Roxie Lindsay will be our
hostesses for the afternoon and bring us some-
thing good to eat.

We would like to wel-
come Barbara Ober-
beck back as an active
member of the Mary-

Friendship Circle

The
next meeting is August
12th at 7:00 PM. We
are in for an excellent
program as Meta Sie-
mers will present a
book review. The Faith of The American Sol-
dier by Stephen Mansfield. Jo Daume & lda
Mae Jordan will be our hostesses.

FOR OUR MILITARY

Friendshi

Martha Ladies. /

Meals On Wheels

Our Church is responsible for delivering Meals-
On-Wheels the week of August 2529th. Several
have volunteered, but we
still need more help. We
especially need another
driver for all week and a
driver helper for Thursday
and Friday of that week
for one of the routes.

This is our time to
help others in the com-
munity that are unable to
cook for themselves.

ON
WHEELS

Rally Day

Plans are in the works for Rally Day which will
be during church service on August 24th.

The Board of Christian Education will have
a meeting on Monday, August 11th at 7:00 PM
where plans will be finalized for Rally Day. We
have two members which will be eligible for the
B. C. Ed. Scholarship Fund. They are Jamie
Popp and Brittney Spencer. If you know of
anyone else who would be eligible please con-
tact Roxie Lindsay or Carolyn Best.

Macaroni & Cheese
Peanut Butter
Cold or Hot Cereal
Canned Fruit
Fruit Juice Canned

Thank You!

We are still hoping for apples this year to
make AApple Buttero.
and new lids, we sure could use them. Also
save September 26th & 27th to help make the
apple butter. Those who can work the evening
of Thursday, August 25th, will cut the apple
preparing them for cooking.

You may call your
orders into the church
office, please leave your
name, phone number
along with the number of
pints and quarts you will
need.

At this time we do
not know the price, but
we do know the supplies
have gone up. When a
price is determined we
will let you know.

Apple Butter Committ?
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