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Impressions of Acts

Aln my for mer book, Thed
that Jesus began to do and to teach until the day he
was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions

through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had cho-
sen. 0

So begins the Book of Acts, also known as the

Acts of the Apostles or just Acts.
The fAfor mer bookc¢
Gospel of Luke, and it is widely ac-
cepted that Luke and Acts share the
same author. This author is never
named in either Luke or Acts, but
from the earliest days of the church, [ WILL
it was believed that Luke wrote both
of these books. POUR
Luke is mentioned 3 times in the "
Bible: Colossians 4:14, 2 Timothy OUT OF
4:11 andPhilemon 1:24. Since these
three letters are attributed to the
Apostle Paul, it is usually assumed SPIRIT
that Luke was a companion of Paul. UPON
The mention of Luke in Colossians
is interesting because it identified ALL
him as a physician,i Our de a
Luke, the doctor, and Demas senerhgH
greet i ndhe.nmenton in 2

MY

Acts 2:17

Timothy may indicate that he was a
|l oyal foll ower ol —
with me. Get Mark and bring him L,
with you, because he is helpful to
me in my ministry.?o Be

the record does not contain any reliable information
about Luke.

Although we do not know much about Luke, we
know that his impact on the church has been tre-
mendous. Taken together, Luke/Acts accounts for

25 percent of the New Testament. Although the

@dsgellouLsike covers muclo af the sarbeogrotnd as| |
Mark and Matthew, Acts stands alone as a narrative
record of the early years of the church. Luke was
clearly not a witness of the life and ministry of Je-
sus. At the beginning of his Gospel, Luke makes it
clear that his intention was to use the best sources
available to him, including eye witnesses and writ-

ten records, to assemble a com-
pIe§3 and orderly account of the

WS of Christ Jesus.

AMany have undert
draw up an account of the things
that have been fulfilled among us,
just as they were handed down to
us by those who from the first
were eyewitnesses and servants
of the word. With this in mind,
since | myself have carefully in-
vestigated everything from the
beginning, | too decided to write
an orderly account for you, most
excellent Theophilus, so that you
may know the certainty of the
things you have

beel

Luke dedicates his work to
! ATheophilus, o a pe
meaning fone wh o I
a}(nd The%ahllus may have been
patron
Theoph| l us is addre
excellento which in
%l&h%&lal Etg}ds fh the Roman Empire. Many be-
lieve that Theophilus was a wellconnected convert
to Christianity and Luke/Acts was originally written
for him as a confirmation manual. However, the

A
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early church quickly realized the value of Luke/Acts
and it was widely copied and circulated. There was
never any serious doubt in the church that Luke/
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Acts should become part of the New Testament.
Although it is usually agreed that Luke was not
a witness to the events of his Gospel, there is some
evidence that as a companion of Paul, he was an
eyewitness to many of the events he recorded in

Acts. Several sections of Acts are written in the
first person plural, f o
of the weekwe came together t
The fiwed sections are b
Lukeds travel di ary. 1
tion is the shipwreck.

iBefore very | ong, a

called the Northeaster, swept down from the is-

land. The ship was caught by the storm and

could not head into the wind; so we gave way to

it and were driven along. As we passed to the left
of a small island called Cauda, we were hardly

able to make the lifeboat secure, so the men
hoisted it aboard. o

Acts can be divided into two parts: the story of
Peter and the story of Paul. Recently | hung a pair
on prints portraying Peter and Paul in my office
behind my desk. | am sure that Luke/Acts had a
great influence on how they are portrayed. Every-
one is welcome to come and see these two inter-
esting gentlemen.

Peter is first mentioned in Acts 1 and last men-
tioned in Acts 15. Paul is first mentioned in Acts 8
under his Jewish name Saul and his story contin-
ues up to Acts 28, the very end of the book. The
first part of Peterds
Church in Jerusalem, a church made up of Jews
who followed the Way of Jesus Christ. Initially,
there was no consideration of spreading the Way
of Christ to the Gentiles. Even the Ethiopian
eunuch baptized by Philip was already a follower
of Judaism. It is Peter, when he baptizes Corne-
lius, a Roman Centurion, and his household, who
opens the Church to the Gentiles. This action was
very controversial, and Acts reports a council of
the Apostles and Elders in Jerusalem to consider
whether it was proper to spread the Way to the
Gentiles without them first converting to Judaism.

The | ast appearance of
port of Peterds speech
ABrot her s, you know tHh

made a choice among you that the Gentiles might
hear from my lips the message of the gospel and
believe. God, who knows the heart, showed that

them, just as he did to us. He did not discrimi-
nate between us and them, for he purified their
hearts by faith. Now then, why do you try to test

God by putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke
that neither we nor our ancestors have been able
to bear? No! We believe it is through the grace of

our keordalespsl tleat, we fa® rsaved,hjest ab theys t  d
@arbreak bread. o
elieved to be excerpts from

to have been an advocate of the mission to the
vGentikbs. dnf Galhtians 2,i Pauh describésohimsedf |
as,ientrusted with the
pel to the Gentiles, just as Peter had been to the
Jews. For God, who was at work in Peter as an
apostle to the Jews, was also at work in me as an
apostl e t o (Thee is@lsoratrefeterce .
to a dispute between Peter and Paul inGalatians

2. This account refers t
Aramaic name.
AWhen Cephas came to

to his face, because he stood condemned. For be-
fore certain people came from James, he used to
eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he
began to draw back and separate himself from
the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who
belonged to the circumcision group. The other
Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their
hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray. When |
saw that theY were nﬁt acting in_line with the
Strbtﬁ) &f Yhe gosSpeI, 5 hidl to @gphas i 'trOnf of
them all, AYou are a
tile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you
force Gentiles to fol

of

Luke when writing Acts may have emphasized
Peterds mission to the
change in direction the endorsement of a beloved
Apostle. Acts may portray things as going a little
more smoothly than they really did! For Luke, the
Jerusalem council provided a transition where
Peter in effect, hands the torch to Paul, and the
PgytotActsc an AcoBtiBsu uWie®D B
tthe Gentilgs.s Altlhough Ratilicontinues to seek out

the Jews, Paul 6s story i
conflict with the Jewish authorities and commu-
nity. This is very different from the first part of

he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to

Acts, where Peter has conflict with Jewish au-

Jew,

t ask

[ h Bomenquestion whetber it is registicifov ®eter s e ¢ -
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thorities, but receives much support and many converts to the Way from among the Jews of Jerusalem.

The theology and personality of Paul portrayed in Acts is a little different from the Paul who comes

across in the Pauline letters. However, they are clearly the same person, and an interesting and some-

times irritating person atthat! Actsends abruptly soon after Paul ds arr
AnFor two whole years Paul stayed there in his own

him. He proclaimed the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ & with all boldness

and without hindrancel! o

The importance of Acts is demonstrated by the fact that despite centuries of research and speculation,
nobody has any reliable idea what happened to either Peter or Paul after the events Luke describes.
Other histories of the Church were written hundreds of years later, when myth and legend had already
clouded the picture of these two great Apostles of Christ. Acts is all we have, and we can thank God that
it is such an fAorderly account. o0 Amen.

Bible quotations are from Today's New International Version (TNIV)

© Copyright 2001, 2005 by International Bible Society

Accessed via www.biblegateway.com

Church Pictorial Directory

Marshall Portrait Studio, located on Broadway in Cape Girardeau, will be creating a new church direc-
tory for us. The dates are Tuesday, October 7th and Wednesday, October 8th. The times will be 3:00
PM to 9: 00 PM. Watch Sundayods bulletin for an|{anni
appointment time.

You will be previewing your portraits right after photography and if you want to purchase pictures,
you will need to be prepared to do so at the time of your sitting.

There is no obligation to buy portraits but they will be offered to you. There is no cost to you or to the
church for this program. So, please be sure to sign up for the program. Every church family will receive
their own copy of the Church Pictorial Directory.

The Church Pictorial Directory committee would like to apologize for the problems the Lifetouch pho-
tography staff had. We believe the Marshall Portrait Studio will be very professional.

ASAP Shannondale Mission Trjp

The ASAP Youth Group will have a softball game on Sun-
day, September 21st. The time and location will be an-
nounced at a later time.

Our annual Shannondale Mission Trip is
fast approaching. We will leave Friday,
October 31st & come home after church on

Sunday, November 2nd. This is a hands

. . on mission projectd fire wood cutting
SpeCIaI Meetmg for work camp. Are you planning on going to

Union of Concerned Christians Shannondale? Please call Gary Metje @
334-2160 to reserve your spot. This will

allow us to purchase enough food for eve-
ryone for the weekend. Thanks.

A special meeting for the Union of Concerned Chris-
tians will be Sunday, September 14th, immediately fol-
lowing church service. Thanks.
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Mary Martha News )

The Mary Martha Circle is preparing two lay-
ettes for the Festival of Sharing, to be distrib-
uted thru Church World Service.

The program for the September circle meet-
ing will be given by Maxine Hale. Hostesses will
be Maxine Hale & Kaye Lee.

Fourteen members enjo
fresh peach cobbler in August!

Come join us
sometime!

- /

Meals On Wheels

Last reminder to those who have volunteered to
help with Meals On Wheels the week of August 25
-29. Please be at the rear of Southeast Missouri
Hospital by 10:45 AM each morning.

Some folks are able to
Meﬁl_s OI'I help the entire week while
“ewm2Wheels others are able to work part
N faced of the week and others just
el a day or two. So, far our
' volunteers are Rhonda Bol-
ton, Ramona Brinkopf, Grace Coy, Jim & Marilyn
Garner, Maxine Hale, Roxie Lindsay, Gary &
Clodine Metje, Marilyn Propst, Bob & Velma
Roloff, Verla Sailer and Lori Seibert. No matter
how long you are able to volunteer, we are grate-
ful for all your hard work. Thanks in advance for

all your help.

Meals On Wheels CoChairmen
d Bob & Velma Roloff

Church Women United

Church Women United will share a salad lunch-
eon on Friday, September 19th at Maple UMC
located at 2441 Jean Ann Drive. All ladies of
area churches are invited to attend. Arrive
around 9:30 AM and bring a salad to share or
make a donation. It will be an informative af-

ternoon as representatives from several area
programs will be speaking about the help their
particular program is able to provide to the

community.

Friendship Circle

The Friendship Circle will meet on Tuesday,

September 9th at 7:00 PM our own Linda

Schild will present the program on the Safe
House for Women. Ida Mae Jordan will have

the devotions and Linda Schild & Virginia

Dolle will be our hostesses for the evening.

d Th& erigndship Cirtlenhdssveteddoshave our
Chicken & Dumpling Dinner on Sunday, Octo-

ber 19th. We will be making dumplings on

Tuesday, September 16th at 5:00 PM and again
on Tuesday, October 7th at 5:00 PM.

The Chicken & Dumpling Dinner will be a
lot of work and we will need the help of every
able bodied member of our congregation to
make this a success. Please put the above dateg
on your calendar. Thank You!!

/ Union of Concerned Chrisﬁ

o

The apple butter committee met and decided

to keep the price of apple butter the same as in
the past. $3.00 a pint and $5.00 a quart.

You may call the church office at 3355611 to

place your order. The dates for this event will

be September 25, 26, & 27. We need every-
onebds help that weeken

If you can cut apples come Thursday eve-
ning after 4:00 PM or Friday starting at 8:00
AM and working until all the apples are cut
and cooked. We also need help Friday cooking
the apples into applesauce.

On Saturday morning starting at 6:00 AM
we will build fires and put kettles on to cook
the sauce into apple butter. We will start can-
ning around 1:00 PM. If you can help with
any or all of the process, please come to
church on these dates. We appreciate any and
all the help.

We will serve Chili at noon on Friday and
Beef Vegetable on Saturday. We would wel-
come any donations of food items to use to-
ward Friday and Saturdays lunches.

Apple Butter Committee

ns

0The Metjeds, Sy’/







